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Course Description

The course will deal with the interaction between Islam and politics in the modern Middle East (19"
and 20" Centuries). It will analyze the formation of religious approaches to politics and government
from the pre-modern period till the present, with an emphasis on the modern period; it will discuss
the impact of political processes on the evolution of religious ideologies; the use of religion for
political mobilization and alternatively as a source of political identity. Among others, the course
will discuss the Muslim Brothers movements in various countries; the rise of the radical Salafi-
jihadist movement; relations between clergy and state in Iran; the attitude of Islamist movements
towards gender issues; the role of religion in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the dilemma of religious
movements and democracy.

Course Policy

Smartphones and cellular phones should be shut during class. Laptops are allowed.

Course Requirements (see attached document including examination guidelines)

Mid Term Exam: 15%
Take Home Exam 85%

Active participation will grant a bonus.

Attendance and Participation:

Attendance to class is mandatory. Students who will miss more than three classes without a valid
excuse will not be allowed to take the exam.
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